
 

Samford State School iPad Program Information and Guidelines est. 2019 

  

Connected Learning 

iPad Program  

 

Information and Guidelines 

2021 



 

                                                   Samford State School iPad Program Information and Guidelines 2021 

 

Adapted from IBP 
WEEK 7 TERM 4 
21 November 2018 



 

                                                   Samford State School iPad Program Information and Guidelines 2021 

Connected Learning iPad Program:  
 

 

At Samford State School, staff use a range of strategies and resources, including digital technologies, to prepare 

students for the challenges of tomorrow. Access to technologies allows teachers to remove barriers and enhance 

learning outcomes for all students. Students across P-6 have access to a range of digital devices to support their 

learning, including school owned iPads that are shared across the school.  
 

   Our Connected Learning iPad Program was introduced in 2019 through community consultation and continues 

to be improved and refined. Teachers are supported with the seamless integration and use of devices across all 

subject areas from year 4-6.  

The following are examples of classroom device use that assist in the development 21st Century skills for our learners. These are the types of learning experiences that are developed 

within our classroom practice. 

Collaboration and Teamwork 

 Students connect together on projects in small 

groups and teams 

 Using devices, they can connect with research 

and expertise across the room, campus, partner 

schools or globe, deepening understanding and 

applying knowledge to new solutions 

 Students share solutions 

 Collaboration tools allow multiple students to 

view, edit, and work simultaneously on the one 

document  

Communication 

 Students connect with empathy to the needs of others, when solving 

problems and presenting solutions 

 They consider intended and unintended consequences of communications, 

through considered use of language, symbols, visuals and texts 

 Students discuss work samples seamlessly using screen mirroring 

 They are able to record learning experiences easily and review multiple 

times 

 Students have access to support features such as dictation, to assist in 

removing barriers for learning 

  They are able to record, analyse and creatively present learning digitally  

Personal and Social Skills 

 Students connect with themselves, considering 

consequences of behaviours and actions 

 They are able to reflect and compare their 

learning easily over time within a digital polio 

 Families and students connect to the culture of 

learning through the program and Responsible 

Use Agreements 

 We teach Cyber safety and Digital Citizenship 

practices across all classrooms 

Critical Thinking 

 Students connect research, information, shared 

ideas, presentations and proposed solutions 

with the question, “How does this make the 

world a better place?”   

  They apply personal and social skills to 

empathically communicate feedback and feed 

forward ideas to themselves and each other 

 

Creative Thinking 

 Students connect new ideas and possibilities with empathy for the client’s 

needs 

 Propose design solutions considering the end user 

  Systems, design and computational thinking are used to create solutions, 

while considering the effects and consequences of those solutions 

 Students are able to engage with augmented reality learning experiences, 

allowing them to view solutions, test scenarios and assist in comprehending 

the world around them from multiple angles 

ICT Skills 

 Students connect knowledge, understanding and 

skills through access to devices and technologies 

  Applications are learned and considered when 

creating solutions to the challenges of today and 

tomorrow 

 Students navigate information and trouble shoot 

problems 

  Students produce digital and physical solutions 

 

Student 1:1 access to devices have allowed teachers to: 

 Amplify learning opportunities beyond the classroom 

 Further remove barriers to learning 

 Use devices as an effective feedback tool  

 Support development of individualised learning 

pathways 

 Engage students in ways previously unimaginable   

 

Our young people are preparing for a very different world from the one we know. 
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Connected Learning iPad Program: 
REQUIREMENTS: Parents will be required to purchase the following in 2021.  

THE IPAD has been chosen as the device to enhance our learning through community consultation due to its functionality, portability and durability. By limiting the range of 

devices we accept to just one, ensures that we keep teachers’ focus on teaching and learning, our core business. We are trained teachers, not technicians, so insuring the device 

enhances learning and does not become an additional barrier is vital. Teachers are supported with professional development in a range of technical and problem-solving 

scenarios specific to Apple operating systems.  

             We recommend: 

 6th Generation iPad or higher (We recommend the 8th Generation for longevity of the device).  
IPad Mini is not acceptable as the screen size is not conducive to learning.  

 No sim. For security reasons, Education Queensland prohibits the device to unfiltered connectivity through a sim card.   
 128GB recommended (however 32Gb acceptable)   

We strongly recommend Apple Care+ 2 years warranty, with options to extend at the end of the 2-year warranty period. 
 

THE CHARGER is required to remain at school and will be stored securely in our charging station. These storage solutions are not easily accessible and can take some time to 

retrieve your child’s charger. If you choose to take your device home on the weekends, we recommend you have an additional charger. 
 

THE SCREEN is vulnerable. We strongly recommend the use of a glass screen protector as an extra protection measure. While we try our best to maintain safe and secure 

learning environments with our devices, accidents do happen. If damage occurs, it is the families’ responsibility to replace cracked screens at their expense.  

We teach the following: 

 We only use/touch our own device 

 We do no lean on the top of the iPad 

 Our desks are clear of hazards that could put pressure on the screen  

 We clean the screen with soft, dry or anti-static cloth only  

 We carry iPads with the case closed 

 We do not place our iPads up high 

THE CASE provides protection against wear and tear. For the longevity of you device, we recommend a case that has a military drop rating. Cases should also have a compartment 

that can securely store the Pencil. We recommend the STM DUX Duo+ range.  
 

THE PENCIL is used to enhance designing and creating during classroom projects. We recommend keeping the small spare tip and charging adapter safely at home until required. 

Please ensure you check which Generation of pencil is compatible with your iPad generation (Logitech Crayon is also an accepted stylus.)  
 

EQUITY AND STUDENT SUPPORT: For families that require support, we offer a range of options. These include alternate payment options and the use of school-owned devices. 

Please contact our financial department to discuss options available to you.  
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Connected Learning iPad Program:  
YEAR LEVELS: The 3-year Connected Learning iPad Program begins in Year 4. This decision considers research on the effects of devices on young children, maximising learning 

benefits, longevity of devices and value for money. School owned devices are utilised in P-3 classrooms. 
 

SCHOOL SUPPORT: We highly recommend allowing the school to managed devices.  

School managed devices allow us to remotely have access to operating systems and Apps to support your child if issues arise and to ensure there is no barrier to your child’s 

learning during the day. Our onsite technicians are able to support your child’s device and ensure it always has the latest software and Apps that their teacher requests. If 

school-managed iPads have technical difficulties at school, our technicians are able to provide assistance. Their iPads are temporarily swapped for a school iPad while the 

original device is fixed. Families are responsible for taking parent purchased devices to the Apple Store if required.  
 

School managed device Compulsory program cost     

We provide:  

 technical support during school hours 

 cloud-based App deployment and IOS updates 

 filtering and monitoring during school time 

 

Device management, deployment and software breakdown 

• Mobile Device Management 

• Apps 

• Administration, charging and secure storage 

These program costs are a one-off payment at the start of the 3 year program. 

APPS: There is a core set of applications plus year-level specific apps, required. Apps on school managed devices are purchased, deployed and updated remotely are managed 

through a mobile device management (MDM). Through bulk purchasing, we purchase apps for half the listed prices. As we are not Apple Resellers, iPads need wiping at the 

end of the lease, to remove these apps.  

Families have the option of the App Store being enabled. This allows families to purchase apps for use on weekends and outside of school hours. This requires the creation 

of an Apple ID for the student. Apps purchased for home use should not be accessed at school. 

We recommend this option, as it gives families greater flexibility and it allows devices to be tracked, using the ‘Find My iPad’ option.  
 

ONLINE SAFETY: School managed devices have the option of additional internet filtering outside of school networks. When using their device, we recommend that students 

are always directly supervised and additional internet filtering software is utilised to ensure your child is safe.  

Optional: Light Speed Internet Filtering       

Light Speed Internet Filtering software (formally known as RELAY) offers internet filtering for your child’s device when they are not on our school network. This filter is cloud 

based and is set up and monitored wirelessly on your child’s device. This filter will not affect any other device in the household or require hardware at your home. Light 

Speed filtering has been voted one of the best cloud based filters on the market and was purposely design for use on student device. 

We highly recommend the installation of this software.  
 

Please note: If the additional internet filtering software option is not chosen, all outside-of-school internet filtering is the responsibility of the family. Student’s devices are 

not secure when accessing the internet and will need to be directly supervised to ensure they are only accessing age appropriate content. 

 

https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT201084
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PARENT MANAGED: Parents may choose to manage their device themselves.  

Please be aware of your responsibilities if you choose this option. 
 

Parent managed device Compulsory Program cost      

Parents are required to: 

 maintain and update Apps and iOS frequently. 

 provide all technical support when issues arise at school. We are able to provide support 

for issues relating to internet access however we are unable to provide support relating 

to iPad software that require updating.  

 resolve all technology issues in a timely manner.  

Administration, charging and secure storage= 

These program costs are a one-off payment at the start of the 3 year program. 

 

Apps: Parents are required purchased through the App Store.  

 

Please note: We are unable to provide you with access to additional Light speed internet filtering software. All outside-of-school internet filtering is the responsibility of 

the family. Student’s devices are not secure when accessing the internet and will need to be directly supervised to ensure they are only accessing age appropriate content. 

Students may be disadvantaged if technical issues arise during the school day. The App Store cannot be accessed at school, as this is not accessible on the Education 

Queensland network. 
 

RESPONSIBILIES: As outlined in the Responsible Use agreement 

Families are responsible for:  Students are responsible for:  The school is responsible for: 

 the care and safe return of the devices 

(outside of school grounds).  

 charging the device before coming back 

to school.  

 monitoring device use at home and 

managing anything that doesn’t have 

educational relevance.  

 ensuring school managed devices stay 

enrolled in the school management 

system. 

 taking owned devices to the Apple Store 

for fixing in a timely manner (iPad, 

Pencil). 

 care of devices. 

 safe transportation of devices. 

 active digital citizenship practices 

 being honest and respectful to self and others 

 appropriate App use 

 respect for others’ property 

 taking responsibility for their actions 

 adherence to the Student Responsible Use 

Agreement.  

Acceptable and inappropriate use is outlined in 

the Student Responsible Use Agreements (see 

Appendix 1). 

 

 providing a well-rounded curriculum. 

 developing teacher and student capabilities using devices. 

 exploring and developing best teaching practices.  

 teaching cyber safety and digital citizenship before commencing on 

devices and the beginning of each year. 

 monitoring the safe and appropriate use of apps and devices during 

school hours. 

 maintaining stringent internet firewall and security protocols for safe 

internet browsing.  

 upgrading hardware and bandwidth to ensure full 

capabilities/functionality of devices. 

 providing technical support to solve problems for school managed 

devices. 

 ensuring devices remain secure and charged when stored on school 

grounds. 
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Q: Why only allow iPads and no other 

mobile devices or laptops?  

A:  Since 2016, classes have trialled a 

number of devices. Teachers found iPads 

enhanced learning best.  

By limiting the range of devices, teachers’ 

technical knowledge remains secondary to 

the primary focus of education. 
  

Q: Why not allow 1-to-1 devices across 

more year levels?  

A: We are guided by latest research and 

recommendations. The iPad program is 

most suitable for grades 4-6. 
  

Q: How much of the day will the iPads be 

used?   Will the students still be using 

pencil and paper as well as handwriting?  

A: ‘It’s about learning, not the device’. 
We see the iPad as another tool for 
learning, to be used when it is the best 
learning choice available. If paper and 
pencil is more appropriate, students will 
use that medium. Devices will not be 
used all day, just because they're 
available (just as we don't expect Art to 
occur all day, just because paintbrushes 
are in classrooms).  

 
Q: Will the iPads be managed at home or 

at school (e.g. loading apps, updating the 

device)?  

A: We have listened to community 

feedback and are providing options for 

more autonomy over device usage in 2021. 

You have the option for school or parent 

managed devices.  
  

Q:  I feel like my children know more 

about the technology than me.  What 

support is there?  

A:  Having students share learning with 

parents is an effective way to reinforce 

learning and reduce barriers between 

home and school. Also, there are growing 

number of online support resources 

available, on the school website and 

beyond. 
 

Q: What about parents who cannot afford 

purchase of the device?  

A: The school considers the different 

financial circumstances of families. Please 

speak to our financial department who will 

be able to explain options available to you. 
 

Q: What will happen if there are students 

who do not bring a device?  

A:  We urge families to contact the school 

if they are having difficulty securing a 

device for their child. We are able to 

temporarily loan a device to your child.  

This device will not be permitted to go 

home with students and must remain on 

school grounds. 

  

Q:  Will I be expected to purchase a brand 

new iPad and do I have to purchase from 

a particular store?  

A:  Previously purchased iPads are allowed, 

so long as they meet the specifications. For 

longevity of the program, a 6th generation 

iPad (or above) is required. 2021 Parent 

purchasing portals have now closed. 

All purchased school managed iPads are 

wiped and the school profile loaded, 

before the start of the iPad program. If 

there are previous purchases on devices, 

please back these up on a home device. If 

the App Store option is chosen, purchases 

can be restored after signing in with the 

child’s Apple ID. 
  

Q:  How much money will I be expected to 

spend on apps?  

A:  Through community consultation 

(2018), the amount spent on apps is limited 

to $40 across the life of the program. As we 

bulk purchase for our school managed 

devices, we are able to purchase Apps for 

half the listed price. 
  

Q: Will my child use their iPad on a day 

that the regular class teacher is away?  

A:  Expectations, rules and standards don’t 

change; learning continues as normal. 

Learning experiences are planned by the 

regular classroom teacher.  

 

Q: Can my child leave their water bottle at 

school to prevent accidental spills, which 

may damage the iPad? 

A:  Water bottles can be emptied before 

travelling home. They are brought home 

each day for hygiene purposes.  
  

Q:  Can my child bring a cellular-enabled 

iPad without the SIM?  

A:  As long as the device is unable to 

connect to unfiltered internet while on 

school grounds. For security purposes, 

Education Queensland limits student use 

of internet to their filtered networks. 
  

Q:  Outside of school, who is responsible 

for the monitoring and safety of device? 

A:  Families are responsible for devices 

outside the school grounds. It is 

recommended they are included on home 

contents insurance policies. 
  

Q: Will students in iPad classes continue 

to have access to other technologies?  

A:  Yes.  All classes have access to school 

laptops and computer labs. 
  

Q:  I feel like I need help managing my 

child’s screen time. What can I do?  

A: Clear boundaries (what is and isn’t 

acceptable) need to be discussed and 

agreed upon, regarding device use at home. 

 

Samford State School 
Independent Public School 

  Frequently asked questions 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

This document details the Responsible Use Policy for students using personally-funded devices at Samford State 

School. Our goal is to ensure the safe and responsible use of facilities, services and resources available to students, 

through the provision of clear guidelines.  

Our behaviour expectations reflect our school’s behaviour plan and our five shared values. A shared 

understanding of responsible behaviours and examples of irresponsible behaviours are listed below. Behaviours 

deemed irresponsible are those that sit outside the programs intent.  

 

 

Responsible device use Inappropriate device use 

I will: 

 be courteous, considerate and make respectful 
choices including respect for the privacy of others. 

 seek teacher approval to use devices. 

 ensure all materials, text, artwork, audio and visual 
material for publication on the intranet or internet for 
educational purposes, is supervised and approved by 
school staff before uploading. 

 ensure all Information sent from the school network 
contributes to the community perception of the 
school. I will conduct myself as a positive ambassador 
of our school. 

 remove any inappropriate material from personally-
owned devices before bringing them to school. I will 
not share material with other students. 

 ensure my device is fitted with a protective case at all 
times. My name is clearly-labelled with the student’s 
name (purchase of screen protection is encouraged). 

 keep my personal details private. 

 carry my device in a safe and secure manner. 

 give permission for staff to monitor my device. 

 ensure my iPad, stylus and charger are brought to 
school each day and are in working order ready for 
learning. 

I will not: 

 use my device in an unlawful manner. 

 commit plagiarism. 

 copy software, information, graphics or 

other data files that may violate copyright 

laws. I acknowledge that in doing so, I may 

be subject to prosecution from agencies that 

enforce copyrights. 

 intentionally damage devices, accessories, 

peripherals, printers or network/school 

equipment. 

 access private networks during school hours, 

or whilst travelling to and from school. 

 change my device settings or profiles 

without prior approval. 

 knowingly download viruses or programs 

capable of breaching departmental network 

security. 

 inappropriately use the camera function 

(e.g. filming or taking images, without 

permission).  

 use another student’s device without prior 

approval. 

Responsible device use Inappropriate  device use 

I will: 

 follow online safety guidelines and self regulate my 
screen time. 

 only communicate or collaborate with other students, 
teachers, parents, caregivers or experts as part of 
assigned school work. 

 ensure my device is charged (over 80%) before bringing 
back to school. 

I will not: 

• share private details including passwords. 

• deliberately waste printing. 

• use unsupervised internet chat 

functionalities. 

• send/forward inappropriate emails (e.g. 

chain letters, spam).  

Samford State School 
Independent Public School 

RESPECT 

Citizenship 

iPad Program 2021 
Student Responsible Use Agreement  

Appendix 1 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The following is to be completed by both the STUDENT and the PARENT/CAREGIVER:  
 I have read and understood the Samford State School iPad Program Student Responsible Use Agreements.   

 I agree to abide by the agreements outlined in this document and that this list may be updated as the need arises. 

 I am aware that non-compliance or irresponsible behaviour will result in consequences relative to the behaviour.  
 

Student’s Name: ……………………………………………………………………………….       Class:……………..       Date:………………..  

Parent/Caregiver’s Name (Please print):………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………..  
 
Parent/ Caregiver’s Signature:……………………………….……………………….…      Date:……………………………………………….  

Responsible device use Inappropriate  device use 

I will: 

 use appropriate language. 

 speak with kindness. 

 maintain a positive digital footprint. 

 

I will not: 

• use insulting, harassing, obscene and/or 

abusive language.  

• engage in any act of cyberbullying. 

• take photos or videos without consent. 

Responsible device use Inappropriate device use 

I will: 

 use my device to remove barriers and to enhance my 

learning. 

 develop my ICT knowledge, skills and behaviours. 

 access online references such as dictionaries, 

encyclopaedias and thesaurus. 

 

  I will not: 

 waste valuable learning times. 

 access non-school related Apps, games or 

socialising before school, during learning, lunch 

times and after school.  

 use my iPad before or after school, including 
but not limited to, outside classrooms, while 
waiting in pick up zones or bus lines. 

 

Responsible device use Inappropriate  device use 

I will: 

 engage in all learning and class assignments set by 

teachers. 

 conduct general research for school activities and 

projects.  

 research and learn through the school’s eLearning 

environment. 

 participate in cyber safety and digital citizenship 

lessons. This includes cyberbullying, safe internet 

and email practices and safety regarding the physical 

use of electronic devices. I have a responsibility to 

behave in accordance with these practices.  

 access only the Apps my teacher has approved. 

I will not: 

 download, distribute or publish inappropriate  

messages or pictures. 

• use Apps that have not been school approved 

during school hours. 

• access my device on school grounds before and 

after school without direct supervision. 

 

Kindness 

Growth Mindset 

Curiosity 
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