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Respect   Creating an environment where all people are treated with care, respect and compassion. 

Learning  Children learn most effectively when learning is challenging, exciting and engaging. 

Excellence  Striving to achieve excellence in all areas of school life in the best interests of all. 

Confidence  Developing strong and capable students who believe in themselves. 

Partnerships  Opportunities for children will be maximised when the school community works collaboratively together. 

Personal Growth Maximising the potential of the whole child – socially, emotionally, physically and academically. 
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ICT@SSS Context 
Preparing today’s students for 
tomorrow’s world – the 
introduction of BYOD at 
Samford  
 
The Samford State School Council, as 
a collective of parents, teachers and 
school leaders, ensure students are 
well prepared for the challenges of 
tomorrow. This is a responsibility taken 
seriously. All decisions made ensure 
the core needs of students are met and 
our students learn the skills required for 
the future – skills such as critical 
thinking, empathy, collaboration and 
agile thinking.  
 
For the term of the 2016-2019 School 
Strategic Plan, our school community 
have successfully brought the plan to 
life (see school website). The strategic 
objectives of “Connected Learning” and 
“Targeted Teaching” are enacted; the 
School Council closely monitors the 
development of all related key concepts. 
One key concept is the implementation 
of digital technologies into the school’s 
ever-changing toolkit for learning.  
 
To progress our Strategic Plan and 
vision, the School Council provided all 
people within our community the 
opportunity to voice their com-

mendations and recommendations. 
This included trials with students, 
parent consultation sessions and 
extensive communication around the 
proposed initiative of scaling the use of 
digital devices through a BYOD (Bring 
Your Own Device) program at Samford 
State School.  
 
The school’s iPad trials proved the use 
of digital technology strengthens links 
between home and school, helped 
remove barriers to learning, supported 
development of individualised learning 
pathways, was an effective feedback 
tool, extened learning beyond the 
classroom and engaged students in 
ways previously unimaginable. The 
School Council reviewed data and 
feedback, together with information 
from other schools that have 
implemented BYOD, and decided to 
endorse the school’s recommendation 
to implement a BYOD program from 
2019.                                        
  
Commencing in Term 2, 2019, 
Samford State School is 
implementing the use of parent- 
funded iPads for all year 4 students. 
This will be a carefully-measured 
implementation so the school can 
best facilitate the BYOD program, 

before progressing it further into 
other year levels.  
 
Digital technology is part of our daily 
environment. Across all industries, it is 
opening up possibilities and creating 
new opportunities that change how we 
communicate and add value.  
 
We acknowledge that some members 
of our community may have concerns 
regarding the risks of using digital 
technology. The School has plans in 
place to mitigate these risks. We seek 
your support in working together and 
taking collective responsibility in 
helping guide students in using 

technology positively – both at school 

and at home.  
 

It’s important we teach children how to 
use digital technology responsibly and 
encourage them to use digital tools to 
create, explore and learn about the 
world in which they live, not just use 
screens for entertainment.  
  
Samford State School continually 
strives for improved outcomes in 
learning engagement, learning 
productivity, home-school partnerships 
and academic results. We look forward 
to this program enhancing our ability to 
learn and grow together. 
 
Brad Clark – Principal 
 
Adapted from IBP 
WEEK 7 TERM 4  
21 November 2018



 

  



 

 

BYOD@SSS Details 
* LEARNING: The need for a 1-to-1, BYOD program came from classroom 

requests for more access to technology, to enhance and transform learning 

opportunities and outcomes. A 1-to-1 device ratio allows students to build a 

portfolio of work over multiple years and transparency between the 

classroom and home, when classwork is shared locally or via appropriate apps. 

The 1-to-1, BYOD program is about the learning, not the devices. 

 

* TOOL: The iPad is a tool for learning. We expect them to be used in 

classrooms, when they are the best tool for the task. If paper and pencil is 

more appropriate, students will use that medium. We do not expect them to 

be used all day, just because they're available (just as we don't expect Art to 

occur all day, just because paintbrushes are in classrooms). We anticipate 

devices will be used somewhere between 20-50% of the day. 

 

* DEVICE: iPads are the device of choice for our school, due to their 

functionality, portability, durability and price. Acceptable iPads (6th 

generation+) need the inbuilt AR Kit (Augmented Reality) and the latest iOS. 

By limiting the range of devices, we keep teachers’ focus on teaching; only a 

limited range of technical, problem-solving skills need to be learned. 

 

* YEAR LEVELS: Year 4 is starting the program in 2019. This is a three-year 

commitment to the program. This also provides value for money, with the 

outlay covering the next three years (see the summary page for the intended 

roll out schedule). The progression of the program is dependent on the 

success of the current program. 

 

* EQUITY: For families that need support, we offer a range of options. These 

include term or monthly payment options and the use of current, school-

owned devices. Using school-owned iPads has limitations (e.g. not being able 

to take devices home on weekends; not having privacy and security with saved 

work). 

 

* SCHOOL SUPPORT: Part of the program fees include deployment and 

management of the system. There is also an option of a filtering system, called 

Relay. While devices are at school, they are protected by the strict Education 

Queensland filters. Relay provides the same level of filtering at home. 

If iPads have technical difficulties at school, they are momentarily swapped 

for a school iPad while the original device is fixed. If the device is leased, the 

school looks after getting the device fixed; if the device (iPad, Pencil) is bought 

by families, they are responsible for taking the device to the Apple Store for it 

to be fixed. 

Administration fees assist with the initial and ongoing support of the 

program. 

 

* APPS: There is a core set of applications plus a range of year-level specific 

apps, required. Through community consultation, we agree to keep app fees 

to $40. Apps are managed through a mobile device management (MDM) 

system.  

 

* RESPONSIBILITY (Family): If iPads are brought home, families are 

responsible for charging iPads before they are returned to school. They are 

also responsible for monitoring use at home and removing anything that 

doesn’t have educational relevance, before returning the device to school. 

  If iPads are purchased by families, they are responsible for getting any 

issues fixed in a timely manner. 

 

* RESPONSIBILITY (School): The school is responsible for: providing a well-

rounded curriculum, developing teacher and student capabilities using 

devices, teaching cyber safety and digital citizenship lessons before 
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commencing on devices, monitoring the safe and appropriate use of apps and 

devices, stringent firewall and security protocols, upgrading hardware and 

bandwidth to ensure full capabilities/functionality of devices, utilising  

technical support to solve problems beyond teacher capabilities, explore and 

develop best practice and ensure devices remain secure and charged in 

classrooms (during breaks and after school). 

 

* RESPONSIBILITY (Student): Students are responsible for: care of devices, 

security (not leaving device behind), maintaining and protecting strong 

passwords, active digital citizenship practices, being honest and respectful to 

self and others, appropriate app use, leaving other iPads alone, taking 

responsibility for one’s actions, adherence to the Student Responsible Use 

Policy and acceptance of the consequences (if breaching protocols).  

Acceptable and unacceptable use is outlined in the Student Responsible Use 

Policy (see Appendix 1). 

 

* DEVICE MISUSE: Consequences that address the behaviour will occur, as 

guided by the school Responsible Behaviour Plan. The plan addresses minor 

and major behaviours and consequences. Students have access to a 

Department of Education email account, which they can access from home 

and school for the purposes of learning. The system is called MIS (Managed 

Internet Service). MIS email traffic is monitored for inappropriate use, content 

and language. 

 

BYOD@SSS RECOMMENDATIONS and GUIDELINES 
* General Precautions  

It is recommended that food or drink should not be near the iPad.  

Cords, cables and removable storage must be inserted and removed carefully.  

Students should never carry their iPad while the screen is open. 

The iPad should never be left in a car or unsupervised area.  

Students are responsible for ensuring the battery is charged for school each 

day, if the device is taken home. 

 

* Screen Care  

The screen can be damaged if subjected to rough treatment and/or excessive 

pressure.  

Do no lean on the top of the iPad. 

Do not place anything near the iPad that could put pressure on the screen.  

Do not stab the screen.  

Clean the screen with soft, dry or anti-static cloth.  

Consider purchasing a padded carry case for transporting the device. 

 

* Occupational Health and Safety  

Lack of ergonomic adjustment can cause problems when using devices. This 

promotes poor posture. We use devices on a desk rather than a lap, whenever 

possible. We change the viewing angle to minimise neck strain and use a chair 

to maintain good posture.  

Students are advised to take regular rest breaks (every 20 minutes, to allow 

muscles and vision to recuperate). Device use is for no more than 2 hours in 

any session. We work in environments free from glare.  

 

* Other Risks  

SSS is committed to ensuring the safety of students and staff when using 

wireless technologies. In order to minimise exposure to wireless radiation, we 

adhere to the policy and strict guidelines set out by the Department of 

Education. For more information, click on the links below:  

https://byox.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx  

https://education.qld.gov.au/initiativesstrategies/Documents/ergonomics-

guide-tablet.doc  

https://education.qld.gov.au/initiativesstrategies/Documents/fact-sheet-

electromagnetic-fields.pdf  

https://byox.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://education.qld.gov.au/initiativesstrategies/Documents/ergonomics-guide-tablet.doc
https://education.qld.gov.au/initiativesstrategies/Documents/ergonomics-guide-tablet.doc
https://education.qld.gov.au/initiativesstrategies/Documents/fact-sheet-electromagnetic-fields.pdf
https://education.qld.gov.au/initiativesstrategies/Documents/fact-sheet-electromagnetic-fields.pdf
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BYOD@SSS Summary Page 
 

Required DEVICES 

* iPad 6th Generation+ (with protective case) 

* Apple Pencil or Logitech Crayon 

* NO 3G/4G cellular enabled 

* 128 GB of memory-recommended  

(32 GB acceptable) 

 

Leasing Inclusions 

* iPad  

* Apple Care+ 

* Apple Pencil or Logitech Crayon  

* Apps   

* Case (mil spec) 

* Management Licencing 

* Filtering 

* Deployment 

* Secure storage and charging, at school 

 

TIMELINES (subject to review) 

Year 4 Term 2, 2019 

Year 5 & 3 Term 1, 2020 

Year 6 Term 1, 2021 

 

 

PAYMENT OPTIONS 

* Devices and cases self-purchased (program 
fees payable to the school) 

* Devices (purchased through the school) + 
program fees 

* Lease (includes program fees) 
 
See BYOD@SSS Agreement Form for payment 
options. 
 

ACCEPTABLE USE 
* Creating 
* Designing 
* Collaborating 
* Learning 
* Researching 
* Exploring 
* Ideating 
* Making 
* Producing 
 

 

UNACCEPTABLE USE 

* For entertainment 

* Before school, lunch breaks, after school 

(unsupervised)  

* Messaging 

* Unsafe behaviours 
 (see Responsible Use Policy for details) 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES (SCHOOL) 

* Teach students how to use devices for 

education (not entertainment) 

* Use devices for supervised learning 

* Install and maintain the school profile 

on devices (security measures) 

* Deploy and maintain apps 

* Charge devices kept at school 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES (FAMILIES) 

* Monitor home use and review content  

* Charge devices when at  home 

* Ensure devices return to school 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES (STUDENT) 

* Use devices for learning 

* Sign and abide by BYOD Responsible 

User Policy 

* Show respect for Self, Learning, Others, 

Property, Environment (SLOPE) 

* Always have devices ready for learning 

 

OPTIONS 

* Keep devices at school 

* Take devices home during holidays 

* Take devices home on weekends 

* Take devices home nightly 
  



 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Q: Why only allow iPads and no other 

mobile devices or laptops?  

A:  Over the last three years classes have 

trialled a number of devices, to enhance 

digital technologies in the classroom. The 

iPad was requested by teachers as the 

most transformative tool for learning. By 

limiting the range of devices, teachers’ 

technical knowledge remains secondary to 

the primary focus of education. 

  

Q: Why not allow BYO iPads across more 

year levels?  

A: We have a rollout plan over the 

subsequent years, dependent on the 

success of the 2019 program (see summary 

page). This considers value-for-money, for 

families who choose to purchase items. 

  

Q: What will happen if there are students 

who do not bring along a device?  

A:  We will continue to offer shared devices 

across year levels. They will not be 

permitted to go home with students. 

  

Q:  With the program beginning in Year 4, 

how will you judge success?  

A:  We collect data (qualitative in nature), 

which provides an insight into several 

areas including levels of engagement and 

motivation, engagement within curriculum 

areas, ability to work independently and 

creative methods in demonstrating and 

communicating understanding. We will 

survey both parents and students at the 

end of Term 4.  

  

Q: How much of the day will the iPads be 

used?   Will the students still be using 

pencil and paper as well as handwriting?  

A:  Our guiding principle is, ‘It’s about 

learning, not the device’. We see the iPad 

as another tool for learning, to be used 

when it is the best learning choice available. 

That being said, we envision between 20-

50% of the day. 

  

Q: Will the iPads be managed at home or 

at school (e.g. loading apps, updating the 

device)?  

A: The iPads will be managed at school. Our 

school technical support staff (generally) 

work from the library. During initial 

implementation of the program, the Tech 

Ambassador and technical support staff 

will spend time in classrooms, to help solve 

local problems. 

  

Q:  I feel like my children know more 

about the technology than me.  What can 

you do to support parents?  

A:  We are planning a differentiated 

approach for support. This includes face-

to-face sessions, online resources, tutorials 

and apps that promote sharing between 

school and home.  

 

Q: What about parents who cannot afford 

purchase of the device?  

A: The school offers a leasing option, which 

includes all hardware and software, plus 

insurance for devices. Devices can be 

purchased at the end of lease, for $1.00 

(Private Treaty).  

  

Q:  Will I be expected to purchase a brand 

new iPad and do I have to purchase from 

a particular store?  

A:  Previously purchased iPads are allowed, 

so long as the iPad meets the specifications. 

For longevity of the program, a 6th 

generation+ iPad is required.  

All purchased iPads are wiped and the 

school profile loaded, before the start of 

the BYOD program. 

  

Q:  How much money will I be expected to 

spend on apps?  

A:  We are limiting the amount spent on 

apps to $40; the amount was informed by 

the parent survey in 2018.  This is part of 

the leasing costs (see above and summary 

page).   

  

Q: Will my child use their iPad on a day 

that the regular class teacher is away?  

A:  Expectations, rules and standards don’t 

change; learning continues as normal. 

Learning experiences are planned by the 

regular classroom teacher.  

  

Q: Can my child leave their water bottle at 

school to prevent accidental spills, which 

may damage the iPad? 

A:  Water bottles are emptied before 

travelling home. They need to be brought 

home for hygiene purposes.  

  

Q:  Can my child bring a 3G/4G enabled 

iPad without the SIM?  

A:  No. Students will use the school Wi-Fi 

network, using Education Queensland’s 

internet filters and firewalls, helping 

protect our students from accessing 

inappropriate content. Also, families may 

choose extra protection from the Relay 

filter system. 

  

Q:  Is there anything that I can do if my 

iPad is stolen outside of school?  

A:  The latest operating system has ‘Find 

my iPhone’ inbuilt. When turned on, it is 

possible to find the whereabouts of the 

iPad when it is connected to the Internet.     

  

Q: Will students in iPad classes continue 

to have access to other technologies?  

A:  Yes.  BYOD classes will have access to 

school laptops and computer labs, as is the 

current arrangement. 

  

Q:  I feel like I need help at home with 

managing my child’s screen time. What 

can I do?  

A:  With the new Screen Time feature in IOS 

12, there are many tools to assist you with 

this.  
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https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior/snr_syll_redev_21st_century_skills_preparing_students.pdf
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This document details the Responsible Use Policy for students using personally-owned devices at Samford State 

School. Our goal is to ensure the safe and responsible use of facilities, services and resources available to 

students through the provision of clear guidelines.  

 

This document details the Responsible Use Policy for students using personally-funded devices at Samford State School. 

Our goal is to ensure the safe and responsible use of facilities, services and resources available to students, through 

the provision of clear guidelines. 

Samford State School expects the following behaviour, regarding the student use of devices:  

• Courteous, considerate and respectful choices to self and others 

• Switch devices off during class and leave them alone, when they are not being used 

• Seek teacher approval to use devices under special circumstances 

• Ensure devices are charged (over 80%) before bringing them back to school  

 

Samford State School deems the following to be responsible behaviour and use of devices by students:  

• Engaging in work and class assignments set by teachers  

• Developing 21st Century knowledge, skills and behaviours 

• Authoring text, artwork, audio and visual material for publication on the intranet or internet for 

educational purposes, as supervised and approved by school staff  

• Conducting general research for school activities and projects  

• Communicating or collaborating with other students, teachers, parents, caregivers or experts as part 

of assigned school work  

• Accessing online references such as dictionaries, encyclopaedias, thesaurus, etc. 

• Researching and learning through the school’s eLearning environment  

 

Samford State School deems the following to be irresponsible behaviour and use of devices by students:  

• Using the device in an unlawful manner  

• Downloading, distributing or publishing offensive messages or pictures  

• Using insulting, harassing, obscene and/or abusive language  

• Engaging in any act of cyberbullying  

• Deliberately wasting printing and internet resources  

• Intentionally damaging devices, accessories, peripherals, printers, network/school equipment  

• Committing plagiarism 

• Violating copyright laws  

• Using unsupervised internet chat functionalities 

• Sending/forwarding inappropriate emails (e.g. chain letters, spam)  

• Accessing private 3G/4G networks during school hours, or whilst travelling to and from school 

• Knowingly downloading viruses or programs capable of breaching departmental network security   

• Inappropriate use of the camera function (e.g. filming or taking inappropriate images or without 

permission)  

 

BYOD Responsible Use 

Policy 

Appendix 1 

 

Samford State School 
Independent Public School 



 

 

In addition, Samford State School states that:  

• Users are responsible for the security, maintenance and integrity of their individually-owned devices 

and network accounts. 

• Students will submit their device to the school prior to connecting with the school network, in order 

for the school image to be installed. 

• Strong, private passwords are created to protect device and accounts. This password should be 

complex enough so it is not easily guessed by others. At no time should it be shared with others 

(excluding teachers, in certain circumstances). If students feel their account has been compromised 

or tampered with, they need to report concerns to the teacher immediately.   

• Information sent from the school network contributes to the community perception of the school. 

All students using our systems are encouraged to conduct themselves as positive ambassadors of our 

school.  

• Students will not copy software, information, graphics or other data files that may violate copyright 

laws. In doing so, they may be subject to prosecution from agencies that enforce copyrights.  

• The school will educate students on cybersafety and digital citizenship. This includes cyberbullying, 

safe internet and email practices and safety regarding the physical use of electronic devices. 

Students have a responsibility to behave in accordance with these practices.  

• Any inappropriate material must be removed from personally-owned devices before bringing them 

to school. This material must not be shared with other students.  

• Devices must be fitted with a protective case at all times. The device must be clearly-labelled with 

the student’s name. Purchase of screen protection is encouraged. 

• A picture of the student is recommended as the device’s wallpaper (background picture).  

• Families are responsible for purchasing their own insurance on privately-owned devices brought to 

school.  

  

The following is to be completed by both the STUDENT and the PARENT/CAREGIVER:  

• I have read and understood the Samford State School BYOD Responsible Use Policy.   

• I agree to abide by the guidelines outlined within this document.  

• I am aware that non-compliance or irresponsible behaviour will result in consequences relative to 

the behaviour.  

 

(Please print)  

Students Name: …………………………………………………….       Class:……………..       EQID:………………..  

Student’s Signature:………………………………………………        Date:………………………………………………  

  

Parent/Caregiver’s Name:……………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

Parent/ Caregiver’s Signature:……………………………..…      Date:……………………………………………….  

 

  



 

 

 

Appendix 2 – Class Poster 



 

 

 

Appendix 3 – 21st Century Skills 


