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Welcome to Samford State School
Welcome to Samford State School — a place where every child is known, valued, and supported to thrive. Beginning Prep is such a special milestone, and we feel privileged to partner with you as your child starts their learning journey. At Samford, we pride ourselves on creating a nurturing, inclusive environment where curiosity, creativity, and kindness are at the heart of everything we do.

Our school is more than a place of learning — it’s a community. The “Samford Way” is built on respect, connection, and care for one another. We value strong partnerships between home and school and know that when we work together, our children flourish both academically and socially. We encourage you to become involved in the many opportunities our school and community offer throughout the year.

If you have any questions, please contact our friendly office team on 
3430 9111, email admin@samfordss.eq.edu.au, or visit our website at https://samfordss.eq.edu.au/. We warmly welcome you and your family to our Samford community and look forward to an exciting year ahead.

[image: ]Kind regards


Nicole Goodwin
Principal


Term Dates 2026
Term 1: 		Tuesday 27 January to Thursday 2 April – 10 weeks
Term 2: 		Monday 20 April to Friday 26 June – 10 weeks
Term 3: 		Monday 13 July to Friday 18 September – 10 weeks
Term 4: 		Tuesday 6 October to Friday 11 December – 10 weeks	

School Day 
Learning session 1: 		8:50am – 10:40am
First break:			10:40am – 11:20am
Learning session 2: 		11:25am – 1:25pm
Second break: 		1:25pm – 1:55pm
Learning session 3:		2:00pm – 3:00pm

Helping your child prepare for Prep
Starting Prep is such an exciting time — for children and parents alike! It’s a big step, and there are lots of simple things you can do to help your child feel confident, comfortable, and ready to enjoy school life. Building your child’s independence before the first day will make the transition smoother and help them settle more easily into new routines.
You can help your child by:
· Practising how to answer to their name and recognise it when written.
· Encouraging them to write their name using a capital letter followed by lowercase letters (for example, Lucy not LUCY).
· Talking about good manners and practising greetings like “hello,” “goodbye,” “please,” and “thank you.”
· Making sure your child can manage toileting independently.
· Helping them practise getting dressed and undressed in their school uniform, including shoes and socks.
· Giving your child opportunities to practise packing and unpacking their school bag, including opening and closing zips.
· Practising opening their lunchbox, unwrap food, and use their drink bottle on their own.
· Maintaining a regular bedtime routine so your child is well-rested and ready for school.
· Reading together daily and chatting about the story to build language and imagination.
· Establishing a predictable morning routine with a healthy breakfast and brief chat about drop-off and pick-up plans or after-school activities.

What to expect
As your child begins their Prep journey, they’ll encounter many new experiences and emotions along the way — and it’s perfectly normal for parents to feel the same! Most children begin school full of enthusiasm and continue to enjoy their days as they settle into the routines of school life.
In the early weeks, everything feels new — new faces, new routines, and plenty of learning happening five days a week. It’s very normal for children to feel tired after school as they adjust to these changes. By around Week 6, many Prep students start to feel extra tired or emotional. This is completely normal; they’ve been working hard to learn classroom expectations and navigate a whole new world of friendships and routines.

As your child learns to play and work alongside others, they will meet children with a range of personalities. Along the way, they’ll be developing important social skills — learning how to make friends, express their feelings, solve problems, and understand others. If your child encounters challenges, take time to listen and talk through possible solutions. If you’re ever concerned, please reach out to your child’s teacher — we’re here to help.

If your child feels upset during those first few mornings, please don’t worry — this is a normal part of settling in. A quick, confident goodbye works best. Encourage your child to begin one of the activities set out, and rest assured that our staff will care for them and help them feel safe and supported once you’ve left.

We also understand that this is a big moment for you as a parent. Congratulations on reaching this exciting milestone! Be proud of all the love and effort that has helped your child get ready for school. At Samford State School, we’re committed to creating a safe, nurturing environment where every child can thrive, and we look forward to sharing this special beginning with your family.








Beginning of the Prep Journey
Prep Transitions
Prep transition experiences play a vital role in setting children up for success at school. These sessions provide an opportunity for children to become familiar with their new environment, meet teachers and classmates, and begin learning school routines. By helping children feel confident and comfortable before their first day, transition activities support a smoother and more positive start to the school year.
Prep transitions are a great time for families to connect with the school community, ask questions, and discover ways to support their child’s start to school — while making new friends, too! Together, we can ensure every child begins their learning journey feeling secure, prepared, and excited for the year ahead.
Monday 17th November 3:15 – 4:00pm
Prep Play Date
Families are invited to come along with their children to the Prep play area for a casual meet and greet. The playground and Prep classrooms will be open for children to explore and get a feel for the environment. It’s a lovely opportunity for the parents to meet one another and for children to connect with some of their future classmates. 
Thursday 27th November 9 – 10am
Prep Transition #1
This will be the first of three Prep transition sessions. Children will join a Prep teacher and their peers in class-sized groups for their first transition experience. While this takes place, parents will be invited to the hall for a “Welcome to Prep 2026” information session, which will cover key aspects of the Prep year and the curriculum.
Tuesday 2nd December 9 – 10am
Prep Transition #2
The second of the three transition sessions will be run by our Guidance officer, Deb Rennick and our Social Worker, Becca Swan, focusing on supporting children with calm and successful morning drop-offs and transitions.
Tuesday 9th December 9 – 10am
Prep Transition #3
This final session will be a P&C-led morning, designed to welcome new families into our school community. This session will be an opportunity to showcase the wonderful ways our P&C contributes to school life and how new families can get involved. They will share information about joining the P&C, OSHC services, tuckshop, and uniforms, as well as highlight the many ways parents can participate and support our school.
The exciting day one arrives
Your child will go directly to their classroom on their first day of Prep, where they will be welcomed by their teacher. Parents are invited to the undercover area on their child’s first day for ‘Tissues and Tim Tams’ after drop off. Please remind your children the playground is out of bounds before and after school. 
What does your child need to take to school?
Your child will require the following labelled items: 
· School bag (Samford State School bags can be purchased from the uniform shop)
· A spare pair of underwear shorts/skorts and socks in a large, sealed named zip lock bag
· A drink bottle they can be opened easily (not frozen)
· Lunch box with enough nutritious food for 1st and 2nd break – more is always better than less!
· Healthy snack for munch and crunch (fruit/veggies etc) sent in a separate container in their bag
Food
Munch and Crunch
All Prep classes have a Munch ‘n’ Crunch break during the first learning session each day. This 10-minute brain break encourages students to enjoy a piece of fruit or vegetable. Please send it in a separate container (not in their lunchbox), and where possible, cut fruit into smaller, easy-to-eat pieces to help children eat quickly and independently.
Lunch Breaks
Students have two lunch breaks throughout the school day:
· First Break: 10:40am – 11:20am (with 10 minutes supervised eating time)
· Second Break: 1:25pm – 1:55pm (with 10 minutes supervised eating time)
We recommend sending a reasonable amount of food to keep your child fuelled for learning and play. For items like yoghurt, screw-top lids work best to avoid spills on uniforms.
We encourage children to be able to open their own lunch containers and recommend that all lunch boxes and containers are clearly labelled with their name.


Going to school at Samford
Absentees
If your child is absent from school for any reason, please notify us via the QParents App (preferred), call the Student Absence Line on 3430 9160, or email absences@samfordss.eq.edu.au by 9:00 am. It is important that we receive this information by 9:00 am so we can accurately reconcile attendance records. All unexplained absences will be followed up, and you will be contacted via text message, if prior notification has not been received.
[image: ]Students arriving late should come to the school office to sign in before going to class, ensuring they are marked on the roll. They will be given a “We’re glad you’re here” card to hand to their classroom teacher, so teachers are aware they have been signed in at the office. Parents collecting their child during school hours are asked to visit the office to advise of the early departure and sign their child out.
Assembly
Every Thursday at 9:00 am, our whole school community gathers in the Samford Community Hall for Assembly. This is a special time for students, staff, and families to come together to share news, celebrate achievements, and build a sense of belonging.
During Assembly, awards are presented to recognise individual student effort, achievement, and positive contributions to our school community. Families are warmly invited to attend and join us in celebrating the successes of our students.
Classroom Helpers
We warmly invite all family members to take an active role in their child’s learning. Assistance from families is encouraged in a variety of ways, including classroom activities, excursions, and sports days. Classroom teachers will keep families informed about opportunities to support learning and let you know when help is needed throughout the year.
Classroom Timetables
At the beginning of each term, all classes will provide a class newsletter outlining the key learning and activities planned for the term. In addition to general classroom learning, Prep students participate in weekly activities including:
· Specialist Lessons with Specialist Teachers – The Arts, Music, HPE, Digital Technologies
· Library Borrowing
· Swimming Lessons with qualifies instructors– Term 4
Communication
For Prep families, staying connected with the school is an important part of supporting your child’s learning and wellbeing. For helpful guidance on communication and how to stay informed, you can refer to the Department of Education’s policy here: https://education.qld.gov.au/parents/Documents/communicating-with-your-childs-school.pdf
Appointments (Classroom Teachers)
We value open and ongoing communication with families and encourage you to make an appointment with your child’s teacher to discuss any questions or aspects of your child’s learning. Likewise, teachers may contact you to share updates or discuss your child’s progress, as we believe working together provides the best support for your child’s learning and wellbeing. Classroom teachers will share their email addresses with parents during Week One of the school term.
Newsletters
Samford State School publishes a school newsletter every fortnight, which is emailed to all families. We encourage you to take the time to read each edition, as it contains important information about upcoming events, school activities, and general news.
QParents 
QParents is the Department of Education’s secure online portal that helps families stay connected with their child’s school. Through QParents, you can:
· View your child’s attendance and absence records
· Receive important school messages and updates
· Update contact and family information
· Access reports and academic information
Having QParents is an important way to stay informed and engaged in your child’s learning journey. We strongly encourage all families to set up an account, as it provides a convenient and reliable way to communicate with the school and stay up to date with important events, notices, and your child’s progress. 
Social Media
We encourage families to stay connected with the school community through our official Facebook page. Following our page is a great way to receive updates, important information, and highlights of events and activities happening at Samford State School. We recommend keeping an eye on our page regularly to stay informed and engaged with school news.
Drop off and Pick up
Morning Drop-Off Procedure
During the first week of school, we encourage parents and caregivers to walk their Prep child to the classroom each morning. This helps students settle in and become familiar with their new environment. If you believe your child may find the morning drop-off challenging, please discuss this with us so we can work together to determine the best way to support you and your child.
From Week 2 onwards, Prep students will wait in the tuckshop area for their classroom teacher to collect them at 8:50am.
Supervision begins at 8:15am each morning. If your child needs to arrive before this time, please ensure they are booked into Outside School Hours Care (OSHC).
For safety reasons, all playground equipment and play areas are out of bounds before school, even with adult supervision.
Afternoon Pick-Up Procedure
For the first term, we encourage parents to collect their child from the classroom at the end of the day. To support a calm and safe dismissal for all students, please wait in the tuckshop area until the 3:00pm bell before moving towards classrooms. Older siblings are welcome to collect Prep students from the classroom. Students attending Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) will be collected from the classroom by OSHC educators. 
Please avoid waiting directly outside classrooms, as this can sometimes make students anxious or distracted when they see family members before the bell.
If your child will be meeting you at another location in the school, please let their teacher know so they are aware of your plan.
It’s important that children know their afternoon pick-up routine each day. Having a clear and consistent routine helps build their confidence, independence, and reduces any end-of-day worries.
Please note that playgrounds and play areas are closed after school for safety reasons.
Outside School Hours Care (OSHC)
Our Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) service operates a play- and interest-based program that supports children’s learning and wellbeing. The OSHC team aims to create a warm, relaxed, and homely environment where children feel safe, supported, and nurtured in all areas of their development.
Children are encouraged to be independent thinkers, confident risk assessors, and active contributors to creating a sustainable and caring community.
Operating Hours:
· Before School Care: 6:45am – 8:45am
· After School Care: 3:00pm – 6:00pm
· Vacation Care: 6:45am – 6:00pm
Families are encouraged to visit the service before their child starts at Samford State School to support a smooth transition. 
If you have any questions, please contact the OSHC team on 3430 9145 or email oshc.samford@gmail.com
Excursions and Incursions
During the school year, students will have the opportunity to participate in excursions (off-site) and incursions (on-site). Families will be provided with detailed information before each event, including any associated costs, so you can plan accordingly. QParents is the easiest and most convenient way to provide consent and make payments for these activities, helping you stay informed and manage everything in one secure place. We encourage all families to register for QParents to make the process simple and efficient.
Student Resource Scheme
The Student Resource Scheme at Samford State School ensures every student has access to the resources needed to support their learning. It offers families a convenient and cost-effective alternative to purchasing individual items each year. With around 99% of families participating annually, the scheme supports consistency and enhances learning experiences across the school.
The scheme is endorsed by the P&C and operates under Education Queensland’s policy and guidelines. Participation was indicated on the SRS form included in your enrolment pack. Families who chose to participate will receive an invoice in Term 1. Those participating sign an agreement and pay an annual fee for the duration of their child’s enrolment.
Tuckshop
Our tuckshop is proudly run by our wonderful P&C team, and there are always opportunities for parents and caregivers to get involved. Volunteering in the tuckshop is a fun and rewarding way to connect with other families, support our school community, and see our students’ smiling faces throughout the day!
All ordering is completed through the Qkr! App, making it quick and easy for families to place lunch orders. While the tuckshop isn’t open for student orders on Mondays, it does open every morning from 8:15am for coffee—perfect for a friendly chat and a caffeine fix to start the week!
Uniforms
[image: ]At Samford State School, we believe that wearing the school uniform with pride is a meaningful way for students to show respect for themselves, their peers, and our school community. All school uniforms can be purchased through the school uniform shop.
We recommend booking a uniform fitting appointment for Prep students to 
ensure the correct sizes and a comfortable fit for the start of the school year. 
Appointments can be easily made using the QR code below.
	Uniform Item
	Uniform Requirement

	Standard Uniform
	Green and gold polo shirt with bottle green shorts or skorts

	Standard Shoes
	Black shoes or joggers (Velcro is recommended) 

	Socks
	Bottle green socks

	Sports Uniform
	House colour polo shirt (red/blue/yellow/green) with bottle green shorts or skorts

	Hat
	Bottle green wide brimmed school hat (compulsory)

	Bag
	School backpack or large backpack

	Jewellery
	The wearing of jewellery is not encouraged due to health and safety requirements, however, sleeper earrings or studs in pierced ears, religious and medical medallions are acceptable

	Nails
	Nail polish is not permitted




















We look forward to welcoming your family to our Samford community!
School Houses and Colours
	Cuthbert
Cuthbert House is named in honour of Betty Cuthbert, one of Australia’s most celebrated athletes. Known as the “Golden Girl” of Australian athletics, Betty Cuthbert won four Olympic gold medals and inspired a nation with her determination, sportsmanship, and humility.
At Samford State School, Cuthbert House proudly wears the colour red, representing passion, energy, and team spirit. Students in Cuthbert are encouraged to follow Betty’s example — always giving their best effort, showing perseverance, and celebrating the success of others.
	Elliott
Elliott House is named in honour of Herb Elliott, one of Australia’s greatest middle-distance runners. Renowned for his incredible endurance and determination, Herb Elliott famously won the 1500m gold medal at the 1960 Rome Olympics, setting a new world record that stood for many years.
At Samford State School, Elliott House proudly wears the colour blue, symbolising commitment, resilience, and teamwork. Students in Elliott are encouraged to embody Herb’s dedication and strong spirit — striving for excellence, supporting their peers, and showing great perseverance in all they do.


	Clarke
Clarke House is named in honour of Ron Clarke, one of Australia’s most celebrated long-distance runners. Known for his incredible stamina and sportsmanship, Ron Clarke set multiple world records throughout his career and exemplified perseverance and humility both on and off the track.
At Samford State School, Clarke House proudly wears the colour green, representing growth, endurance, and determination. Students in Clarke are inspired to follow Ron’s example — giving their best effort, showing kindness in competition, and continually striving to achieve their personal goals.


	Jackson
Jackson House is named in honour of Marjorie Jackson, one of Australia’s most outstanding sprinters and the first Australian woman to win an Olympic gold medal in athletics. Known as the “Lithgow Flash,” Marjorie Jackson’s speed, determination, and commitment to excellence made her a national hero and an inspiration to generations of athletes.
At Samford State School, Jackson House proudly wears the colour yellow, symbolising energy, optimism, and achievement. Students in Jackson are encouraged to embody Marjorie’s spirit — striving for excellence, showing resilience in the face of challenges, and celebrating the success of others.
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