
Learning at School Transition 
 

Dear Samford Community, 

We are all very excited to see our students returning to school 
next week. I deliberately don’t use the term ‘coming back’ to 
school because I see the last few weeks shaping a new direction 
forward for us in relation to learning. I believe over the last few 
months we have all grown in so many different ways. We are 
excited to take advantage of our new skills, knowledge and 
experiences making the most of the precious time in the 
classroom.  

For the last five weeks of the term, our students will focus on 
English, Mathematics, Science and 1 other area. This will enable 
us to prioritise learning on the core subjects and ensure every 
student continues with their years’ worth of growth.  

Again, let me express my gratitude for the community support over recent times. It is reassuring for 
our students to see that our values are lived not just talked about. People started with kindness and 
extended this into everything they did. Everyone approached each day with a growth mindset, a sense 
of curiosity and a positive frame of mind. The respect we showed for each other in many different 
ways reflects a true sense of community and the way we all extended a helping hand to make others 
shine shows a wonderful sense of citizenship. 

The hard work is not finished yet. I believe we still have many more opportunities ahead that will 
require a united approach to make sure everyone is able to remain happy, safe and learning. Over the 
next few weeks and even until the end of the year there will have to be some adjustments in place. 
Some of these changes may not be ideal but we will endeavour to make the most of every 
opportunity.  Take a look at the video we made for our students about the changes returning to school. 

We are aware of and sensitive to the needs of our students. For some students this will be a very 
exciting day on Monday, for others they may be a little bit more anxious. We suggest having a look at 
some ideas to help your child transition. There are actions you can take in the lead up to this to reduce 
anxiety and help your child feel ready to return. We are very conscious of students’ wellbeing and as 
such, we will structure their return in a way that supports them to transition back into the routine of 
school. 

While the students are at school we have some additional hygiene and cleaning protocols in place. 
We have secured hand sanitiser for every classroom and playground and in many stations around the 
school. There will be regular cleans of classrooms and high touch points throughout the day.  

For now we ask that parents do not enter the school during pick up and drop off times to help us 
maintain social distancing and to keep everyone in our community safe. This will mean there may be 
some added wait times initially.  I ask for your patience and seek your support to make sure that all 
students are able to enter and leave the school safely each day.  

Again thank you for your ongoing support. It is greatly appreciated. 

Warm regards 

Brad 

  

https://education.qld.gov.au/student/Documents/return-to-school-advice-for-parents-prep-year-1.pdf
https://education.qld.gov.au/student/Documents/return-to-school-advice-for-parents-prep-year-1.pdf


Drop off and Pick Up Times 
 
We will have staggered start and finish times. See table below for a summary of the new times 
 

 Prep Year 1 Year 2 Years 3 - Year 6 
Drop Off Time 8:20 - 8:40 am 8:20 - 8:40 am 8:20 - 8:40 am 8:40 – 9:00 am 
School Day Starts 8:45 am 8:45 am 8:45 am 9:00 am 
School Day 
Finishes 

2:45 pm 2:45 pm 2:45 pm 3:00 pm 

Pick Up Drop Off 
Zone 

In front of Prep  
A-B Classes 

Pool Pickup Zone 
(now extended) 

New Pick Up 
Zone, just past 
Prep Pick Up 

Zone. See Map 

All 3 pick up 
zones + 

Trentham Place 

 

 
 
 

Drop off and Pick Up Considerations 
• Parents not allowed on school grounds during pick up and drop off times (8:20- 9:30 and 2:30-

3:30). 

• If you have children across different year levels, all of your children should go to the drop off / 
pickup zone of the youngest child. (Refer to table above). 

• Please arrive in your drop off time window to help us manage the traffic flow. Students should not 
be arriving at school before 8:20 am unless they are using the OSHC service. 

• Students who have to wait for older siblings, who finish at 3:00pm, will be supervised at their pick 
up zone until 3:00 pm. 

• Please do not make last minute changes during the school day to your child’s pick up routine. 
Reassure and remind your child with a note in their lunchbox. It will be a nice surprise for them 
during the school day. 

• Trentham Place pick up zone will be open and available for students in Year 3-6 to access.  
• It is very important that cars not block access after turning right at the roundabout. This prevents 

cars from getting through to use parking and the Year 2 pick up Zone.   

• Students are to hold onto their school bag rather than have them on their back while waiting in 
pick up zones.  

• OSHC students will be collected as usual. OSHC have been able to modify their start tome for Prep 
- Year 2 students to 2:45 pm. 

• Being on time is very important to ensure a smooth transition for all students. After 9:00 am, there 
will not be any staff at the gates and students will have to make their own way into school from 
the gate if they arrive after this time.  

New Year 
2 Pick Up / 
Drop Off 

Zone 



• With up to 120 Prep students watching you, please do not cross the road between the cars. Please 
be a good role model and use the pedestrian crossing both coming to and leaving the front gate. 
I know it is an extra few steps, but it is an important message to send to our students. 
 

School Bell Times 

Please note our school bell times have slightly changed, as have the before school procedures.  
Any student who arrives before 8:30 am will wait at the office quadrangle.  
8:45   Prep - Year 2 Students School Day begins 
9:00   Years 3 - 6 School Day begins 
10:45 - 11:15 First Break and playtime 
11:20 - 1:20 Middle Session 
1:20 - 1:50  Second Break and playtime 
1:55   Afternoon session begins 
2:45   Prep - Year 2 Students School Day concludes 
3:00   Years 3 - 6 School Day concludes 
 

 

  



 
Attendance and Absences  

If your child is absent from school for any reason, please advise via the QParents App (preferred), call 
the Student Absence Line on 3430 9160 or send an email to absences@samfordss.eq.edu.au by 8:45 
am on the day of the absence.  
Students who arrive late for school will need to visit the school office to receive a late slip. This late 
slip must be presented to the class teacher.  Parents wishing to collect their child during school hours 
are requested to notify the class teacher and office in advance so your child can be waiting for you, 
minimising your time on school ground. Parents are still required to visit the office to collect their child 
for an early departure.  
We know that some parents may elect for their child to continue to stay at home next week. Please 
notify us if this is your intention and I encourage you to chat to one of our leadership team. The Class 
Notebooks will remain open, but teachers will not be updating or checking this.  If you elect to keep 
you child at home, not for medical reasons, but as a precaution, both supervision and continuity of 
learning are the responsibility of the parent or carer. I encourage parents to make the most of the 
learning@home website, which will remain available and continue to be updated throughout Term 2 
with new resources for Prep – Year 6. Students will also be able to view quality curriculum-based 
television programs on three different stations — program information can be found on the 
learning@home site. 
 

Assemblies 

We will not have traditional assemblies as we have done in the past. We are currently exploring ways 
to have virtual assemblies and smaller in person gatherings. 

Buses 

Our school buses, as an essential service, will continue to operate for all students. Social distancing 
guidelines will be followed on school buses, at bus interchange locations, and at other shared 
transport services. All buses are expected to arrive at school no later than 8:35 am. To stay up to date 
on bus services please visit the Brisbane Bus Line website.  

https://brisbanebuslines.com.au/


Bubblers and water bottles 

Our preference is that all students bring a water bottle to school. We will have dedicated bubblers for 
refilling water bottles. We will have bubblers available for students to drink from which we will clean 
regularly throughout the day. 

 

Chaplaincy week 

 

 

Hygiene 

All classrooms have hand sanitiser and all students will be taught and reminded how to use this 
effectively. We have increased the number of sinks with soap available. On entering / leaving a 
classroom, before / after using play or shared equipment, students will be asked to wash their hands 
or to use the hand sanitiser.  

 

School Cleaning 

Throughout the day, we will have a member of the cleaning team focussing on all outside high touch 
areas, lunch zones and play areas. After each lunch break, a thorough clean of all our amenities blocks 
will be completed. In addition, all in use drinking fountains will be cleaned with a food safe disinfectant 
and rinsed prior to the next lunch break.    

 

 

 



Borrowed Devices 

If you have borrowed a device, please send this to school with your child on Monday. We will have 
staff visit all classrooms to collect and return borrowed devices. Please do not send your child to the 
office with the device, as we would like to clean them all before returning them to a central location. 

 

Choirs 

Choirs will continue week 6-9 of this term in a modified format. We cannot wait to hear those beautiful 
singing voices back in our school.  

Vivace - Students will rehearse in the Hall on Monday Mornings at 7:30am 

Allegro - Students will be broken up into surname groups and rehearse in the Music room on Thursday 
morning at 7:30 am. 

Group 1 - Surnames A-K Rehearse Week 6 (28 May) and Week 8 (11 June) 

Group 2 - Surnames L-Z Rehearse Week 7 (4 June) and Week 9 (18 June) 

Songsters - Students will be broken up into Class Groups and rehearse in the Music room on Friday 
morning at 7:45 am. 

Group 1 - 3A, 3B, 3C Week 6 (29 May) and Week 8 (12 June) 

Group 2 - 3D, 3E, 3F Week 7 (5 June) and Week 9 (19 June) 

 

Instrumental Music  

Lessons at school will continue next week and some students will have a modified lesson time. It is 
great to get the band back together. Earlier this week Mrs Haringcaspel emailed parents about band 
rehearsal times.  Students will be socially distanced appropriately for playing musical instruments 
during instrumental music lessons and band rehearsals.  

All lessons will run as usual in the Music room (Woodwind, Brass, Strings) and Hall (Percussion). 

Senior String Ensemble - Will run as usual, 7:45 am in the Hall on Friday mornings. 

Junior Concert Band - Will run as usual, 7:15 am in the Hall on Tuesday mornings. 

Senior Concert Band - Year 6 - Rehearsals will be 7:15 am Thursday morning in the Hall.  Year 5 - 
Rehearsals will be straight after school until 4:00 pm on Thursday, in the Hall.  

 

Library 

It’s time to dust off the library bags and search for those library books ready to be returned to school 
next week. Our library will be open for children to borrow during their scheduled library sessions. 
There will be modified borrowing protocols to reduce high tough points. All returned books will also 
be cleaned before being returned to the shelves. Ms Gimson and the staff in the library are very happy 
to help students find the right book for them. They can email or drop a note into the library if they are 
searching for something specific or would like some help to select a book. Students all have a licence 
to access Sora, the e-reader app for the remainder of the year.  

mailto:dgims1@eq.edu.au


First Aid Room Procedures 

We have updated our First Aid room procedures. Any students presenting with fever, flu-like 
symptoms, such as coughing, sore throat, fatigue and shortness of breath, will be asked to wear a 
mask. We will also contact parents and ask them to collect their child from school. Again, we will 
always err on the side of caution rather than compliancy. I will apologise in advance if this causes you 
any inconvenience, but when the health and safety of 900 students, 100 staff and the broader 
community are at stake, I will take this responsibility seriously. Please do not be offended if I do not 
take your word for it that they are fine. Any student with any of these symptoms or feeling unwell 
should not be attending school.  

Our first aid room now has a digital infrared thermometer that we are able to use to check students 
temperatures, should there be a concern.  

 

Lost property 

Please clearly label all of your child’s belongings. Lost property will only be open after school for 
students to search. Any item taken from lost property has to be taken home and cleaned / washed 
before returning to school. Parents may also look at lost property outside of the pick up drop off hours.  

 

OSHC 

Due to the school hours changing for Preps – Year 2’s, OSHC have amended our After School Care 
operating hours to start at 2:45 pm and end at our usual 6:00 pm. This will ensure that we are able to 
collect the children from school and start their day with us earlier.  
Please note that all enrolments will begin again on Monday, 25 May 2020 so if you do not need OSHC, 
please let us know as soon as possible. 

 

Report Cards 

At the end of this semester, we will be sending home a report card, but not surprisingly; this will look 
a little different. I have asked our teachers to ensure the focus remains on learning, as opposed to 
assessment, with even more of an emphasis on literacy and numeracy. I am confident you will still find 
it useful information on your child’s progress. 
 
 
Religious Instruction 
 
There will be no Religious Instruction for the remainder of Term 2.  We will advise of any changes. 
 
 
Social Distancing 
 
If you are in our school, outside of the pick up hours you will notice that rooms have a red sign on 
them indicating the maximum number of adults who can be in that room to adhere to social distancing 
measures. Please take note of the maximum occupancy and wait until it is safe to enter the room.  
 
 



Tuckshop 

Please support a local business and take 
advantage of the fabulous food from 
the tuckshop. Pancakes ($1.50) are 
being served every morning from 8:30 
am. They are still accepting cash for 
over the counter ice blocks etc.  See 
right for current Student menu.   

Monday to Friday 

8:00 am - Pancakes available for $1.50 

Open for first and second Breaks. 

Closed from 2:00 pm 

 

 

 

Uniform Shop  
 
Open Hours: Monday -Thursday 9:30 am - 2:00 pm  
Online Ordering through QKR. We are happy to help in any way we can. If you need to contact the 
Uniform shop regarding exchanges or advice, please do not hesitate to email 
samford.uniforms@gmail.com or phone the office. Purchasing your goods through QKR may be the 
most convenient option at this time.  
Check out our winter uniform options here! 

 

Volunteers and Third Party Providers 

At this stage, volunteers and any third party providers are not permitted on site as we try to minimise 
contact.  

 

Interschool Sport 

There will be no interschool sport for the remainder of this term as per departmental guidelines. At 
school, we will continue to encourage students to be active and play games that do not have shared 
high contact equipment. 

 

Playground Use 

Our playgrounds around the school will be open next week. There are new hand sanitiser bottles at 
each playground for students to use before and after use. Our playgrounds are also cleaned daily. 
Playgrounds will not be open for before or after school access, with the exception for OSHC students. 

mailto:samford.uniforms@gmail.com
https://samfordss.eq.edu.au/Supportandresources/Formsanddocuments/Documents/Uniform%20Shop/2020-winter-uniform-options.pdf
https://samfordss.eq.edu.au/Supportandresources/Formsanddocuments/Documents/Uniform%20Shop/2020-winter-uniform-options.pdf

